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SAINT AMEROSE

— === On Virginity (De Virginitate) == —

Saint AMBROSE (c. 340 - 337), translated by Albany J. CHRISTIE (1347 - 1831)

Cnie favaorite topic of his was the excellence of virginity, and so successiul was ke in
p=rsuading maidens to adopt the religious profession that mary a mother refused fo permit
ket daughiers fo [sten o his words. The saint was forced o refute the charge that he was
dapopulating the empire, by quaindly app=aling fo the young men as to whether any of them
expenencad any difficully in finding wives. He confends, and the 2xperience of ages
sustains kis contention (De Ving., vil) that the population increases in direct proporion to the
esizam in which vinginidy is held.
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